
Washburn Legacy Consortium Members:

Washburn Cultural Center (WCC)  •  Washburn Area Historical Society (WAHS)
Washburn Heritage Association (WHA)  •   Washburn Historic Preservation Commission (WHPC)

Historic Civic Center Foundation (HCCF)   •   Chequamegon Bay Arts Council (CBAC)

WASHBURN  
LEGACY  CONSORTIUM

Issue 2 
JUNE 2017

In our quaint little shop, changes are in 
the air. We’re in the middle of a complete 
inventory to figure out what we’ve got 
and what sells and what doesn’t. We’re 
rearranging the space and moving in new 
inventory to replace older items that ha
ven’t sold. Mostly, we’re asking ourselves 
these questions: “What do our customers 
want? What would bring a casual visitor 
into our shop? And how do we build a 
clientele of repeat customers?”  

After all, it’s important that our busi
ness model works, for both the benefit of 
the historic building that we’re charged 
with preserving and the community 
that we want to serve by offering unique 
gifts and affordable antiques. With the 
proliferation and popularity of shows 
like American Pickers and Antique Road 
Show, more people than ever are inter
ested in old stuff. And it’s not just your 
great grandmother’s furniture and grand
father’s hand tools. Today’s customer is 
intrigued by mid20th century modern 
 design or 60s and 70s pop culture —
things and experiences they remember 
having when they were kids. 

To that end, to bring in a new kind 
of customer, we’ve inaugurated a brand
new section of the store – the Vinyl Vault. 
Located in the building’s original bank 
vault, this shop within a shop is all about 
the classic record listening experience. 
We’ve got rock, jazz, classical, country, 
blues and folk—all on vintage vinyl. As 
the Vault grows, we’ll add vintage audio 

Mark July 15 on your calendar—a Sat
urday—to attend the Chequamegon Bay 
Arts Council’s (CBAC) annual fundraiser, 
“Art on the Bay.” CBAC made the switch 
in days to better accommodate the artists 
in town for the Festival of the Arts in 
Bayfield that weekend.  

Our event, at the Bayfield Pavilion 
starting at 5:30 p.m., features silent and 
live auctions, food from local restaurants, 
a wine pull, and a cash bar. Entertain
ment includes the Chequamegon Bay 

Quartet and the dance band, “The Lords 
of Baltimore.” Matthew SauterSargent 
will be the guest auctioneer.

Tickets are available at Salmagundi 
in Ashland, Karlyn’s Gallery in Washburn, 
Stone’s Throw and Silverwaves Jewelry in 
Bayfield, and from CBAC board members. 
Tickets are $30 in advance, $40 at the 
door. Artists and businesses can receive  
 a free ticket by donating an item worth 
$50 or more for the silent or live auction. 

Join us to celebrate the arts! n

‘The Vinyl Vault’— 
New ‘Oldies’ at WCC
By Steve Cotherman

‘Art on the Bay’— 
Switched to Saturday
By Joanne Meierhofer

components, books and toys, original 
concert posters, and maybe even a guitar 
or two. Already, we’ve had folks stopping 
in to shop who would never go into an 
antiques store, but they heard about the 
record shop and wanted to check it out. 
We think this is just one way to bring in 
newer, younger customers to the store. 
Once they’re in the door, we can intro
duce them to the rest of the cultural cen
ter and, hopefully, turn them into regular 
visitors and users.

For us, customer and user feedback 
arev essential. Let us know what you 
think of our shop and the new Vinyl Vault. 
Let us know what kinds of gifts and an
tiques you’re looking for. And remember, 
the care and preservation of the old bank 
building is dependent on the success of 
our programs – the shop, our art exhibits 
and public programs, facility rentals, and 
members/donors. Every time you shop, 
you are caring for the building and every 
time you refer the Cultural Center to a 
friend or family member, you are helping 
us broaden our audience and building 
our membership. For your assistance, we 
thank you! n

WCC’s original bank vault transformed as “The 
Vinyl Vault,” a new shop within the antiques shop.
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When Skip Ungrodt and the founders of 
the Washburn Cultural Center (WCC) set 
to the task of saving and repurposing our 
historic 1890 Washburn Bank building, 
they envisioned a place where the en
tire community would gather to explore 
Washburn history, enjoy a local art exhibit, 
socialize with friends and colleagues, and 
learn a thing or two by attending a lecture, 
workshop, or candidate forum. Skip and 
the founders took the old bank and gave it 
new life as a community gathering place 
with space for all of that and more. For 
them, it was all about civic engagement—
with the past to understand the present 
while we look toward the future.  

As the Center nears its 25th anniver
sary next summer, please take a moment 
to reflect on their efforts and the many 
programs and services that the WCC and 
the Legacy Consortium members have 
provided to the Bay Area since 1993. Have 
you attended a candidate forum, viewed 
the Washburn student art show or one of 
CBAC’s exhibits, strolled through the his
torical museum, participated in a painting 
workshop, shopped in our antique and gift 
shop, or held a family get together, baby 
shower or graduation party? What does the 
Cultural Center mean to you, and what is 
its place in our community? What do you 
think we should be doing that we perhaps 
are not? What can the Legacy Consortium 
do for you and the community? 

If you haven’t visited us for awhile, at
tended a Washburn Area Historical Society 
(WAHS) or Washburn Heritage Association 
(WHA) program, or supported the efforts 
of the Historic Civic Center Foundation 
or the Wisconsin Heritage Preservation 
Commission (WHPC), what would prompt 
you to stop in for visit, go to a lecture, join 
one of the consortium organizations or 
make a donation in support of our efforts? 
We’d welcome any feedback you might 
want to provide that would help our Legacy 
Consortium members be of greater service 
to the community while ensuring that this 
grand old building remains a central part 
of Washburn life for another 25 years and 
beyond. Let us hear from you! n

WCC Director’s Corner 
By Steve Cotherman

Tour Historic Washburn on Free Trolley Rides
By Carla Bremner

Bring the family, take a ride on the 
trolley, and explore Washburn’s fun and 
fascinating history during the Brownstone 
Days Festival. On Saturday, July 29, guided 
tours will depart across from City Hall at 
11:00 a.m., noon, and 1:00 p.m. The trolley 
will meander past brownstone buildings, 
through the city’s history district, and 
along the waterfront. Guides will share 
 details and stories about Washburn’s lively 

past. The tours are sponsored by the  Washburn Heritage Association and underwritten 
by Ron and Kay Maassen. n

Historic Preservation Commission Changes
By JoAnne Katzmarek

The commission expresses a fond farewell to Kristy Jensch who has served many years 
on the Historic Preservation Commission. Her leadership and good judgment will 
be missed. We wish her well! In turn, we welcome Richard Avol to the commission. 
He has been named our representative from City Council. The Historic Preservation 
Commission has openings for other members. If you have an interest in joining the 
commission, please contact JoAnne Katzmarek at (715) 2927776 or Richard Avol for 
more  information. n

Gifts/Memorials/Honorifics
Washburn Cultural Center
Memorial Contributions— 
2016-2017
John Jennie Celmer
Wilner Ekholm
K. Geisert
Phyllis M Gierzak
Donald E Hanson
Roy A. Hudson
Ronald W. Johnson
Bill Lindsey
Don Lindsey
Marlyce M. (Wickstrom) Olson
Florence & Chester Pachoski
Ed & Elsie Simoneau
Dolph & Chin Swanson
Carolyn Swanson O’Brien
George Tranmal (WHS class of ‘53)

Contribution In Honor of— 
2016-2017
Bob Ungrodt

Chequamegon Bay  
Arts Council
Special Tribute
CBAC would like to acknowledge the The 
Van Evera Foundation, which generously 
 donated $2,000 to provide scholarships to 
area graduates majoring in the arts. 

Washburn Heritage Association
The Washburn Heritage Association is 
grateful to all new and renewing members.  

Thanks to Richard Montague, Karen and 
Mike Crowell, Hank and Marty Cole, Ron 
and Kay Maassen, and Richard Gierzak for 
special gifts. 

Thanks to the Apostle Islands Historic 
Preservation Conservancy and Wisconsin 
Humanities Council for their  generous 
 support of the Tony Woiak History Festi
vals, which are cosponsored by WHA  
and WAHS.

Thanks to the Washburn Community 
Education Foundation for their generous 
support of the Home Tour.
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Aldo Leopold benches, hand-painted by local artists, will be available for sale during Brownstone Days in Washburn on July 29. Proceeds will be shared among  
the Legacy Consortium members and the Washburn Beautification Foundation.

Sitting Pretty!
By Mary Nowakowski

Remember those colorful, handpaint
ed benches that were scattered around 
downtown Washburn during Homecoming 
in 2015? The Legacy Consortium certainly 
remembered how the benches showcased 
local artist’s talents in such an innova
tive way. The Consortium decided that a 
repeat performance would be a great way 
to highlight local history while supporting 
the arts  community. So, the benches will 
be back this summer! 

Local artists will once again be 
handpainting ten Aldo Leopold benches 
constructed by the Washburn High School 

Technical Education class. The theme for 
the artists will be their interpretation of 
local history. This could include land
marks, buildings, or a historical event. 
They are free to choose their own particu
lar style to convey the theme.

The original bench project was the 
brainstorm of the Washburn Beautification 
Foundation. But foundation members felt 
that they couldn’t handle a big project 
such as this every year. They volunteered 
to help the Consortium by not only chip
ping in for part of the cost of materials but 
also by sharing the guidelines and speci
fications developed for the original 2015 
project. This type of collaborative effort is 
what the Consortium strives to achieve.

Plans are to have the benches dis
played around downtown before Brown
stone Days. A live auction will be held to 
sell the benches at 4 p.m. on Saturday, 
July 29, during Brownstone Days at the 
Washburn Cultural Center. The event 
will be publicized on the Washburn Area 
Chamber of Commerce website and on 
posters. Proceeds will be divided among 
all Consortium members (Washburn 
Cultural Center, Washburn Area Historical 
Society, Washburn Heritage Association, 
Historic Civic Center Foundation, and City 
of Washburn Historic Preservation Com
mission) and the Washburn Beautification 
Foundation. n
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Join today! Receive discounted membership when you join more than one  
of the following groups working to preserve Washburn’s heritage and history! 

Name

Organization

Mailing Address

City State Zip

Phone 

Email 

Tally the amounts you’ve 
chosen for each group.

If you’ve given to more than 
one group, subtract $10.

Mail your check made  
payable to: Washburn Cultural 
Center, P.O. Box 725, Washburn WI 
54891.  Funds will be distributed 
by WCC to each group indicated.

For each organization you wish to join or contribute to,  
please check the box that corresponds to the membership level and amount you choose.

Chequamegon Bay  
Arts Council 
n  $1,000 ..Benefactor     
n   $500 ....Sponsor
n   $250 ....Patron     
n   $100 ....Donor
n   $75 ......Business
n   $50 ...... Art Enthusiast 

(Family)
n   $25 ...... Art Enthusiast  

(Individual) 
n   $15 ...... Senior/Student/ 

Starving Artist

Washburn Cultural Center

n  $5,000 ..Lifetime     
n   $500 ....Benefactor

n   $75 ......Business

n   $40 ...... Family

n   $25 ...... Individual

n   $20 ...... Senior/Student

n   In Memory   n   In Honor

of:___________________

Washburn Area  
Historical Society

n   $25 ....... Business/
Professional  

n $15 .......Family  
n  $10 .......Individual     

n  $_______________
 Additional Contribution

Washburn Heritage 
Association

n   $500 ....Benefactor

n   $100 ....Business

n   $50 ......Patron

n   $35 ...... Family

n   $20 ...... Individual

. 

Washburn Historic 
Preservaion Commission

n  I am interested in applying 
to the City of Washburn 
to become a commission 
 member. Please contact 
me at:

. 

Historic Civic Center 
Foundation

n  I would like to make 
a  contribution to help 
fund the next phase of 
 restoration of the Civic 
Center in the amount of:

 $_______________

n  WCC .....$______________    

n   WAHS ...$______________  

n   WHA .....$______________  

n   HCCF ....$______________ 

n   CBAC ....$______________ 

Subtotal ....$______________

Multi-group discount:   –$10.00

TOTAL .......$______________
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CONTACT INFORMATION:
Washburn Cultural Center
Steve Cotherman, Director
P.O. Box 725, Washburn, WI 54891
(715) 373-5591
washburnculturalcenter@gmail.com
www.washburnculturalcenter.com

Washburn Area Historical Society
P.O. Box 272, Washburn, WI 54891
washburnhistorical@yahoo.com
Or on Facebook

Washburn Heritage Association
P.O. Box 814, Washburn, WI  54891
www.washburnheritage.org
(715) 373-5212

Washburn Historic Preservation Commission
119 Washington Ave., Washburn, WI 54891
http://www.cityofwashburn.org/committees.html
(715) 373-6161

Historic Civic Center Foundation
3 West Bayfield Street, P.O. Box 144
Washburn, WI 548891
www.washburn-hccf.com
(715) 301-0819

Chequamegon Bay Arts Council
Joanne Meierhofer, Pres., (715) 685-2350 
P.O. Box 25, Washburn, WI 54891
www.cbayarts.org

Calendar—June 1 to November 1
Washburn Cultural Center
June 2017—Steven Steinke: 
Multi Media

July 2017—Superior Artists 
Group: Jan MacFarlane, Royanne 
Goossen, Wendy Deerly Reese, 
Birgit Wolff and Dora Kling

August 2017—Evan Hestekin: 
Pottery

September 2017—Black Bear 
Studios: Mixed media by Gina 
Winther

October 2017—The Gathering: 
CBAC Member Fall Exhibit 

November 2017—Beyond Words 
Project

December 2017—WCC 
Permanent Collection & Annual 

Holiday Boutique

Chequamegon Bay  
Arts Council
June 1–July 27—Artspace Survey 

July 15—Art on the Bay Annual 
Fundraiser, Bayfield Pavilion. 
5:30 p.m. to closing.

September 28-29—Poetry
Inspired Art Exhibit. Poet 
Laureate Visit with art exhibit  
at the Washburn Cultural Center 
and readings at the Bayfield 
Public Library

October—The Gathering, CBAC’s 
member show at the Washburn 
Cultural Center.

Washburn Heritage 
Association
July 29—Free Washburn History 
Trolley Tours: Meet by Chamber 
of Commerce Parking lot at 
Bayfield St., 11:00 a.m., Noon, and  
1:00 p.m.

July 29—History Themed 
Scavenger Hunt: 11 a.m.3 p.m. 
Start at WHA booth by Chamber 
of Commerce parking lot. Auction 
of handpainted Aldo Leopold 
benches: 4 p.m. at WCC.

History Festival  
(cosponsor: Washburn Area 
Historical Society)

July 11—Washburn Public Library 
History, Harbor View, 7:30 p.m.  

July 18—Brokedown Palace/
Hanson Furniture Company 
History, Harbor View,  
7:30 p.m.

July 25—Lumber, Business, and 
Living: Washburn 1900, Harbor 
View, 7:30 p.m.

August 1—Washburn Waterfront 
Trail History: Harbor View,  
7:30 p.m.

Washburn Historic 
Preservation Commission
July 21—With Washburn 
Chamber of Commerce: 
Dedication of memorial to Tom 
Blake at Memorial Park. Bob 
Mackreth will be providing 
background information of Tom 
Blake’s life and legacy. 

August 27—3rd Annual 
Washburn Memorial Park 
Dedication Picnic! Family picnic 
with games, music, and fun. 

Visit WCC’s new website and...
• Become a WCC member online
• Read about the “Antique of the Week”
•  Get news and info about WCC’s programs
washburnculturalcenter.com

Like us on Facebook    
https://www.facebook.com/WashburnCulturalCenter/

Follow us on Instagram 
https://www.instagram.com/washburnculturalcenter1283/


